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Text:  John 12:23-26 
Theme:  OUT OF DEATH COMES LIFE 
 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I tell you the 
truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  Anyone who loves their life will lose it, 
while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever 
serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  My Father will 
honor the one who serves me. 
 

Dear Bob, daughters, family, and friends of our dear departed sister, Helen: 
 
Tomorrow is Palm Sunday, the beginning of the most Holy Week of the 
Christian church year.  It is the week when we especially remember the bitter 
and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, our one and only 
Savior from sin.  Sometime during that week, Jesus spoke the words of our 
text for today.  It perhaps seems odd that Jesus would be giving his disciples 
a lesson in farming as he prepared to suffer and die while carrying all the sin 
and guilt of the world.  Yet his illustration is a beautiful summary of what Jesus 
wanted his disciples and all of us to see.  It is particularly comforting to us 
today for it teaches us:  OUT OF DEATH COMES LIFE.   
 
Now I could say many wonderful things about Helen.  She was a good wife 
and mother.  Helen was a good cook and baker, and always had lots of 
cookies for her family.  She liked to cook things that her five daughters liked to 
eat and often made them special meals.  She liked peanut butter sandwiches 
and bananas and Klondike bars.  Even with the onset of dementia in her later 
years, when she was at the grocery store, she knew where the peanut butter 
and Klondike bars were.   
 
Helen was enjoyed sewing.  With five daughters, she did a lot of it.  While the 
pattern might be the same, each daughter’s dress was a different color.  She 
even made doll clothes that matched each daughter’s dress.  Helen enjoyed 
being a homemaker. 
 
But she also liked dancing the polka, playing cards and bingo, and traveling.  
She always wanted to look her best.  She loved playing with her grandchildren 
and was proud of her great-grandchildren.  And she loved Bob.  I did not have 
the privilege of knowing Helen’s other two husbands, but I did get to witness 
Bob and Helen’s courtship and marriage.  It was a delight to see Helen 
bringing Bob to worship with her and then having him join our church family.  It 
was heartwarming to see how two mature people could fall in love, hold each 
other’s hand, and care so deeply for one another.  
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She also loved coming to church.  Why?  Because in spite of all those 
wonderful things I just said about Helen, in spite of all the wonderful memories 
you have of her, Helen was a sinner.  She did not think, say, and do 
everything perfectly as God demands.  She left good things undone, and she 
did evil things, just like you and me.  Left to herself, Helen would be damned 
to hell, just like you and me.  But God did not leave Helen to herself and he 
hasn’t left us to ourselves either.  “God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).  That is why Helen loved coming to church—to hear 
about the love of God for her, to hear about her Savior from sin, to thank and 
praise God for her full and free forgiveness, salvation, and the eternal life that 
Helen is enjoying right now.   
 
Remember, OUT OF DEATH COMES LIFE.  Jesus used the illustration of a kernel 
of wheat.  But similarly, we can use a kernel of corn.  Certainly weather and 
soil condition will be a factor, but any guesses as to how many kernels of corn 
on a cob?  The average ear of corn has 16 rows with about 40 kernels per 
row.  That’s more than 600 kernels of corn from a single seed that is planted 
in the ground where it dies in germination, decays, and then sprouts.  
Miraculously, OUT OF DEATH COMES LIFE, abundant life.   
 
Jesus knew that was not only the case with wheat and corn.  Jesus knew that 
was also true of him.  It was for that reason he had come to this earth.  Jesus 
was born to die.  But from his death comes life, life for you and me and all who 
believe in Jesus as their one and only Savior from sin.  Helen is one of the 
kernels that Jesus produced for Helen was a baptized, believing child of God 
who faithfully heard God’s Word and regularly received his body and blood in 
Holy Communion for the forgiveness of her sins and the strengthening of her 
faith.  Jesus’ death produced a new life for Helen in this world, a life in which 
she served her Savior.  And Jesus’ death produced eternal life for Helen that 
she is enjoying right now with her Savior.   
 
Of course, Jesus did not remain dead.  A week from tomorrow, we will again 
celebrate our Savior’s glorious resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday.  
His resurrection is proof positive that God the Father accepted Jesus’ 
payment for our sins.  Death is defeated.  The grave cannot hold us.  When 
Jesus returns, we shall rise to meet him and our souls will be reunited with our 
bodies that will be glorified like Jesus’ body.  What comfort you can have this 
Easter season and always!  Our living Savior promises:  “Because I live, you 
also will live” (John 14:19).  Helen is safe at home in heaven for all eternity, 
because OUT OF DEATH COMES LIFE.  Amen. 


